TWENTY-FOUR SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | YEARA | 13 SEPTEMBER 2026

First Reading: Sirach 27:30 - 28:7
Resentment and anger, these are foul
things, and both are found with the sinner.
He who exacts vengeance will experience
the vengeance of the Lord, who keeps strict
account of sin. Forgive your neighbour the
hurt he does you, and when you pray, your
sins will be forgiven. If a man nurses anger
against another, can he then demand
compassion from the Lord? Showing no pity
for a man like himself, can he then plead for
his own sins? Mere creature of flesh, he
cherishes resentment; who will forgive him
his sins? Remember the last things, and
stop hating, remember dissolution and
death, and live by the commandments.
Rememberthe commandments, and do not
bear your neighbour ill-will; remember the
covenant of the Most High, and overlook the
offence.the Lord angry; are we stronger
than he is?

Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 102:1-4.9-12. R. v.8

(R.) The Lord is kind and merciful; slow to
anger and rich in compassion.

1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, all my
being, bless his holy name. My soul, give
thanks to the Lord and never forget all
his blessings. (R.)

2. It is he who forgives all your guilt, who
heals every one of your ills, who
redeems your life from the grave, who
crowns you with love and compassion.
(R.)

3. Hiswrath willcome to an end; he will not
be angry for ever. He does not treat us
according to our sins nor repay us
according to our faults. (R.)

4. For as the heavens are high above the
earth so strong is his love for those who
fear him. As far as the east is from the
west so far does he remove our sins. (R.)

Second Reading: Romans 14:7-9

The life and death of each of us has its
influence on others; if we live, we live for the
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so
that alive or dead we belongto the Lord. This
explains why Christ both died and came to
life, it was so that he might be Lord both of
the dead and of the living.

Gospel Acclamation: John 13:34
Alleluia, alleluia!

| give you a new commandment: love one
another as | have loved you.

Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how
often must | forgive my brother if he wrongs
me? As often as seven times?’ Jesus
answered, ‘Not seven, | tell you, but
seventy-seven times.

‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who decided to settle
his accounts with his servants. When the
reckoning began, they brought him a man
who owed ten thousand talents; but he had
no means of paying, so his master gave
orders that he should be sold, together with
his wife and children and all his
possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the
servant threw himself down at his master’s
feet. “Give me time,” he said “and | will pay
the whole sum.” And the servant’s master
felt so sorry for him that he let him go and
cancelled the debt. Now as this servant
went out, he happened to meet a fellow
servant who owed him one hundred denarii;
and he seized him by the throat and began
to throttle him. “Pay what you owe me”, he
said. His fellow servant fell at his feet and
implored him, saying, “Give me time and |
will pay you.” But the other would not agree;
on the contrary, he had him thrown into
prison till he should pay the debt. His fellow
servants were deeply distressed when they
saw what had happened, and they went to
their master and reported the whole affair to
him. Then the master sent for him. “You
wicked servant,” he said. “l cancelled all
that debt of yours when you appealed to
me. Were you not bound, then, to have pity
on your fellow servant just as | had pity on
you?” And in his anger the master handed
him over to the torturers till he should pay
all his debt. And that is how my heavenly
Father will deal with you unless you each
forgive your brother from your heart.’

Communion Antiphon: Cf Psalm 35:8
How precious is your mercy, O God!

The children of men seek shelter in the
shadow of your wings.

Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA

A distinctive feature of the teachings of
Jesus is his exhortation to forgive. Very
explicit about this, Jesus left us his own
example by forgiving his executioners
while he hung dying on the cross. Until
recently we thought that forgiveness
begins with the offender repenting of the
offence and then asking for pardon.
Today many maintain that reconciliation
must begin with the one offended offering
forgiveness. This willingness to forgive
transforms a victim into a survivor. Such
magnanimity might then touch the heart
of the offender, who may thus be
transformed from being an offender to
becoming a friend.

If God has been so generous in forgiving
us, surely we should be generous in
forgiving others. The process of
becoming a forgiving person takes time.
For some, it may take a lifetime. Only
little by little are our pettiness and
indignation reduced and our desire to
strike back diminished. Still, as disciples,
we are expected to give the forgiveness
that we have been given.

Such forgiveness does not provide an
easy way out for offenders, for ultimately
justice will prevail. If we remain
untransformed by God’s forgiveness of
us, we will be liable to judgment. Our
unwillingness to forgive can eat away at
us, and we can carry hurts from
childhood far into adult years. Forgiving
others, as difficult as that may be, is in
the long run much easier than bearing the
weight of resentfulness, vindictiveness
and unresolved frustration. When we
forgive we truly begin to be healed.

Next Sunday’s Readings - Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A (20" September 2026)

1% Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9
2" Reading: Philippians 1:20-24. 27
Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
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“] cancelled all that debt of yours when you appealed to me.
Were you not bound, then, to have pity on your fellow servant
just as | had pity on you?”

Matthew 18:35
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL HELPLINE
Strictly confidential, help is available in
Langwarrin, Skye, Baxter, Pearcedale and
Somerville
Open9amto 11.30 am
Mondav to Fridav Call 9769 6060

A Momantto Refct (G DilYu Know?

The Gift of Forgiveness q
] ! g Why “seventy-seven times"?
“Lord, how often must I forgive?” Peter asks . i
e e e e Jesus s not giving Peter a number to count up to!
seventy-seven times—reminds us that His words point to forgiveness without keeping
forgiveness is not something we count or ration. score, Christian forgiveness flows from recognising
God's mercy towards us is generous and without how generously God has forgiven us.
measure, and we are called to extend that same
mercy to others. A huge debt!

Forgiveness does not mean pretending that In Jesus' parable, the servant owes his master
hurt did not happen. Rather, it means choossing

Please make sure that your WWCC/POLICE
CHECK documents are current, that is, have
not expired, and copies made available to the
Parish Office.

ONLINE INFORMATION SESSION ON
THE PERMANENT DIACONATE

The permanent diaconate is open to single
and married men, aged from 30 into their
50’s, who want to serve God and the
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does not implv endorsement bv the Parish Priest.

interested in knowing more about the
permanent diaconate.
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TOBIN BROTHERS FUNERALS f Online Diaconate information meeting
Thinking about making a move? C&/&%’ . (f Ef’ ]\LJ M I N O U S
af Y crred SINCE1934 - Tuesday, 22 September 2026 beginning

19:00 — 20:00 Location: via ZOOM

This Week, Try This

¥ The Forgiveness Challenge 12 Make the first move V£ Pray the Our Father slowly
Think of on person who has hurt Ifthere is a small disagreement Pay partiular attention to the
or disappointed you. Bring that ortension i your famil, Words: “Forgive us our trespasse,
person to prayer and simply say workplace o parish commnty, a5 e orgive those who trespass
“Lord, help me to forgive consider taking the irt step against us” Ask God for the grace

I'm here to help you plan your next

step with confidence. % KO S A RI E S f

{
Reach out anytime for a free,
V . 232 Cranbourne Road, Frankston

as you have forgiven me.” towards reconcilation tolivethose words more faithflly
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H \\1)( R\l TED ROSARIES, CUSTOM ROSARIES Attendance will be by invitation. Express
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LOVINGLY MADE IN MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA® Pattison Kevin.Pattison@cam.org.au
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“Forgiveness is not forgetting;
it is choosing love over resentment
and mercy over revenge.”
=
Let us pray for the grace to receive God's mercy

with grateful hearts and to become people who
generously share that mercy with others.

no-obligation chat about your
options. 24 HOUR SERVICE ( 131934

Vince Larizza

E:ﬁall luminousrosariesau@gmail.com
0401786 682

Follow us on Facebook and‘Instagram

0[ In the week before the session the ZOOM
link will be sent to those who have
expressed interest.
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